Ballona LETSystem

Los Angeles, California

Notes about how we installed our software

What software are we using for the LETS?
We're using the LETS software written by Saren Calvert which is currently being used by the Victoria LETS. It's free software available at http://www.lets-software.net/  Unfortunately, download link is broken as of 5/31/2010; Transition LA has a copy if needed.

Are there other LETS software available?
Cyclos is another LETS software that we evaluated. It's also free software available at http://project.cyclos.org/. However, we decided not to use it mainly because it needs a Java server which is more complex and less widely available from web hosting providers.

What server features are needed for the LETS software?
The Victoria LETS software runs on PHP and MySQL which are easy to find with any web hosting provider.

How to upload the software to web server?
Unzip the LETS software download on your computer and upload that folder with FTP. There is an install.txt file with instructions. (this is pretty basic stuff; next one is more important)

Any other tips for installing?
If there's a demand, I could write a step by step tutorial. For now, here are some quick notes for things that were not covered by the install.txt file.

- Apache needs mod_rewrite enabled. It wasn't enabled on my test server at home, and it took a little bit to get that working. I had no problems with this on the web hosting account with Godaddy.

- You need the following info to set up database connection:
  database server hostname, database name, login name, and password
Get this info from your web hosting provider control panel and enter it in the file includes/config.php.

- On the initial setup screen you will need the full file path to the website's files. I found this info using a small PHP script. Create a file called pwd.php with these contents and upload it to the root folder of your website:
  <?php
  echo __FILE__;
  ?>

Then open that file with your web browser. If your website is e.g. http://www.mylets.com, go to http://www.mylets.com/pwd.php. 

-- Notes provided by Dan Wang, Transition Los Angeles
For more information on how we set up our system, see http://envirochangemakers.org/BallonaLETS/FAQ3.htm
Contact us:  http://transitionla.org/TLAcontact.htm

