WHAT WILL WE EAT AS THE OIL RUNS OUT?
FOOD SECURITY IN AN ENERGY-SCARCE WORLD

Feasta (Foundation for the Economics of Sustainability)

www.feasta.org/events/foodconf/food_conference.htm

The systems that produce the world's food supply are heavily dependent on fossil fuels. Vast amounts of oil and gas are used as raw materials and energy in the manufacture of fertilisers and pesticides, and as cheap and readily available energy at all stages of food production; from planting, irrigation, feeding and harvesting, through to processing, distribution and packaging. In addition, fossil fuels are essential in the construction and the repair of equipment and infrastructure needed to facilitate this industry, including farm machinery, processing facilities, storage, ships, trucks and roads. The industrial food supply system is one of the biggest consumers of fossil fuels and one of the greatest producers of greenhouse gasses. 

Ironically, the food industry is at serious risk from global warming caused by these greenhouse gases, through the disruption of the predictable climactic cycles on which agriculture depends. But global warming can have the more pronounced and immediate effect of exacerbating existing environmental threats to agriculture, many of which are caused by industrial agriculture itself. Environmental degradation, water shortages, salination, soil erosion, pests, disease and desertification all pose serious threats to our food supply, and are made worse by climate change. But many of the conventional ways used to overcome these environmental problems further increase the consumption of finite oil and gas reserves. Thus the cycle of oil dependence and environmental degradation continues.

Industrial agriculture and the systems of food supply are also responsible for the erosion of communities throughout the world. This social degradation is compounded by trade rules and policies, by the profit driven mindset of the industry, and by the lack of knowledge of the faults of the current systems and the possibilities of alternatives. But the globalisation and corporate control that seriously threaten society and the stability of our environment are only possible because cheap energy is used to replace labour and allows the distance between producer and consumer to be extended.

However, this is set to change. Oil output is expected to peak in the next few years and thereafter steadily decline. We have a very poor understanding of how the extreme fluctuations in the availability and cost of both oil and natural gas will affect the global food supply systems, and how they will be able to adapt to the decreasing availability of energy. In the near future environmental threats will combine with energy scarcity to cause significant food shortages and sharp increases in prices - at the very least. We are about to enter an era where we will have to once again feed the world with limited use of fossil fuels. But do we have enough time, knowledge, money, energy and political power to make this massive transformation to our food systems when they are already threatened by significant environmental stresses and increasing corporate control?  How can the world's population be fed without the extensive use of fossil fuels in the production, processing and distribution of food? 
Read Richard Heinberg’s presentation at the FEASTA conference:  “Threats of Peak Oil to the Global Food Supply” http://www.richardheinberg.com/museletter/159
Learn about Peak Oil www.energybulletin.net/primer

What Can We Do?
Read “Urban Agriculture and Community Food Security in the United States: Farming from the City Center to the Urban Fringe,” by the Community Food Security Coalition’s North American Urban Agriculture Committee online at http://www.foodsecurity.org/PrimerCFSCUAC.pdf

Victory Gardens Mean:
Better Food - Fresher, better tasting, straight off the plant food money literally cannot buy!

Better Health - More nutrition in just picked vegetables, grown without chemicals, while getting the kind of exercise many of us pay the gym for! Safety from industrial food contamination and toxic imports.

Food Security - Food in your pots as prices get higher, supplies that can't be disrupted by energy shortages, greater regional self-sufficiency. Millions of new gardeners can make sure that Americans don't have to wait for distant food supplies to be trucked in - weeks after they are needed. Every gardener makes your region more secure.

Higher Quality of Life - A more beautiful environment, stronger community, a better environment.

More Money in your Pocket, More Time for What Matters - If you don't need as much money for food, or to work as many hours to pay the grocery bills, you can use that money or take that time for what you really care about.

The Chance to Serve Others and Create a More Just Society - Your Victory Garden can be a strike against hunger and poverty - you can have food to donate, and the ability to teach others to fish, and thus, eat for a lifetime.

Reduce Corporate Power and Improve Democracy - We cannot simultaneously deplore the power corporations have in our society and depend on them to supply our most basic necessities. If we stop giving our hard earned money to the corporations who undermine our democracy, they will be less powerful!

Protect Against Climate Change - Humus rich soils, full of organic matter can sequester tons of carbon, quite literally - and grow the best vegetables. We reduce our carbon emissions when we don't have to drive to the store or buy fossil fuel grown food.

Reduce our Energy Dependence - Fossil fuels are used in agriculture, both industrial and industrial organic at every step, from the fertilizer in the ground to the refrigerated truck to plastic bag they come in. We can eliminate fossil fuels from almost every step when we grow our own.

Create Peace - We are at war for oil - reducing our fossil fuel dependency through Victory Gardens gives us hope for Peace in our time.

Hope for the Future - In a changing world, the ability to grow food, to share and enjoy it, and to live in a healthy world full of beautiful gardens may be the best legacy we can leave our children and grandchildren.

From “It’s Time for a New Victory Garden Movement” by Sharon Astyk, Casaubon’s Book, http://casaubonsbook.blogspot.com/2008/02/it-is-time-now-for-new-victory-garden.html

Revive the Victory Garden “Think global; grow local” http://www.revivevictorygarden.org/

Help create “victory gardens” in other areas of your city, especially poorer ones. 
Food security is key to urban peace as energy prices climb and food shortages become reality.   
Support projects like Urban Farming www.urbanfarming.org/

Edible Landscaping resources for Los Angeles www.LegacyLA.net/EdibleLandscape.htm
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